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" If politics and politicians seem as petty
and peddling to others as they have seemed to
me of late, then I do not wonder at the apathy
and indifference of the crowd. And yet
politics could be made inspiring and made to
loom large in the outlook of the people. But
only by the inspiration which comes from a
great cause nobly and fearlessly championed.
Surely it is to give that inspiration that a
Labour Party has come into being. If not
that, then what ? "
Had nobility and fearlessness been qualities
common among his following, he would not
have laid down the chairmanship cc with the
feeeling of one liberated from bonds," as his
friend Bruce Glasier put it. Had there marched
behind him men as single-minded and as earnest
as he was himself, he would have commanded
Labour's striking force with as much success as
crowned his creation of it. Had he been in the
full tide of vigour, he might have done wonders
even with the material to his hand. But he was
a sick man. He could not keep sufficient check
on disruptive elements. In 1909 he insisted on
leaving the I.L.P. executive because the Annual
Conference declined to support him against a
rather absurd young man named Grayson who
disputed his authority. As soon as the delegates
saw what they had done (MacDonald, Bruce
Glasier, and Snowden resigned with Hardie),
they hastily swallowed their defiance, declared